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Samoan citizenship can be obtained one of four ways: citizenship by birth, citizenship by descent, citizenship by marriage or citizenship by 

permanent residency. This chart compares citizenship by permanent residency to a proposed fifth way:                                                                         

citizenship by investment. 

APPLY FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCY 

Citizenship by Permanent Residency                 Citizenship by Investment  
APPLY FOR TEMPORARY RESIDENCY 

by investment  

NO MINIMUM STANDARDS. APPLICANTS ARE ASSESSED ON A CASE-BY-

CASE BASIS, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT FACTORS SUCH AS:  

MUST INTEND TO INVEST AT LEAST $4M TALA IN: 

GOVERNMENT LAND  

DEVELOPMENT  

FISHERIES 

PROCESSING 

AGRICULTURAL 

PROCESSING 

RENEWABLE        

ELECTRICITY 

INVESTMENT IN OTHER INDUSTRIES WOULD BE CONSIDERED, EXCLUDING: 

TAXIS RENTAL VEHICLES FOOD  RETAIL  PUBLIC BUSSES 

$$$$$$$$$$ 
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MUST DEPOSIT AT LEAST 70% OF INVESTMENT                                            

FUNDS UPFRONT, IN A SAMOAN BANK 

WOULD NOT APPLY TO INVESTMENTS 

ON CUSTOMARY LAND 

DUE DILIGENCE: what is checked?  
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EXPECTED TO SPEND AT LEAST      

50% OF EACH YEAR IN SAMOA  

HOLD PERMANENT RESIDENCY HOLD TEMPORARY RESIDENCY 
for 3 years 

MUST SPEND AT LEAST 15                             

DAYS PER YEAR IN SAMOA  

APPLY FOR CITIZENSHIP  

after 5 years 

for 5 years 

POLICE CHECK 
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HEALTH CHECK 

DETAILED INVESTMENT PLAN 

PROOF OF NET WORTH 

AUDITED FINANCIAL       
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To find out more  

about the Citizenship by  

Investment Bill contact the Ministry  

of Commerce, Industry and Labour 

Phone: 20441 

     Email: mpal@mcil.gov.ws 

         Post: PO Box 862, Apia 

             Location: Level 4, ACC House, Apia 

 

CITIZENS: have the right to... 

after 3 years 
APPLY FOR CITIZENSHIP  
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GET THE                 
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