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5 Reasons to invest in Samoa
1. Young & emerging economy with attractive investment opportunities
4th largest economy in the Pacific, with a GDP growth projected to exceed East Asia & Pacific and world average
rates for the next 2 years

2. Strategic export platform
Preferential market access to over 1.2bn people in 54 countries, with strategic maritime and air connectivity in the
South Pacific region

4. Competitive operational costs with a vibrant and educated labour force
One of the lowest utility tariffs, competitive salaries, and young labor force in the region
5. Committed to sustainable development and environment protection
One of the lowest CO2 emissions per capita and largest forest coverage (%) in the Pacific, exceeding
East Asia & Pacific and world average rates

3. Friendly and stable business environment with attractive tax incentives and a strong
Public-Private Partnership
Boosting a robust legal framework, Samoa boasts high scores in Regulatory Framework and Operational
Efficiency in the Pacific, excelling in different indices such as political stability & absence of violence and
rule of law
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Industry Development & Investment Promotion (IDIP) Division
A Division of the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Labour, responsible for the promotion,

facilitation, registration and monitoring of foreign investments in Samoa

Market analysis &
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Institutional &
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(agendas)

Soft-landing
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Sustainable Tourism
•Accommodation: Modern
hotels and guest houses

•Ecotourism: Diving & snorkel,
surfing, cultural activities,
and other soft adventure

tourism

Fisheries
• Sustainable harvesting:
Inshore, deep-bottom, long-

line and trolling fishing
•Vessel support:

Transshipment and onshore
activities

•Processing: Fresh-chilled and
frozen fish, and processing

facilities
•Aquaculture projects

Food Processing
•Downstream processing:
Coconut Oil, avocado oil and

banana and taro chips
•Animal feed mill

rehabilitation
•Abattoir

Light manufacturing
& others

• Light garment & textiles
•Furniture

•Paper recycling
•Construction materials

•Renewable energies (solar &
wind)

•Motors maintenance and
repair

Priority sectors with investment opportunities



Samoa at a glance

Independent since 1962 (before administered by British – New Zealand (1919-1962) and
German colony (1889-1919)

Island state in the Pacific with 2,780km² of land area, 403 km of coastline and
120,000 km² of exclusive economic zone water

+218K inhabitants

Samoan tālā as currency (USD $1 = WST $2.7 avg)

English and Samoan as official languages

Christian dominant religion

Tropical climate (hot & humid) all year. Rainy season Nov-April (susceptible to cyclone)

Parliamentary representative democracy based on the Westminster system

Data as of 2024.
Source: The World Bank Database - Samoa (https://data.worldbank.org/country/samoa)
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Annual GDP Growth Forecast (%)*

2026

Young & emerging economy with outstanding performance

*Annual GDP Growth Rate as of April 2026.
Source:
IMF World Economic Outlook Database (https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/profile/PIQ)
The World Bank Database (https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators#)

• Regional leader: Samoa stands out as one of the most dynamic economies in the Pacific region

• 4th largest regional economy with a GDP exceeding US$1billion

• Impressive projected GDP growth: 3.2% as of 2026, placing Samoa in the top 4 Pacific economies with the highest annual GDP
growth rates along Papua New Guinea (3.8%), Vanuatu (3.5%), and Palau (3.3%)

#1

#2

Papua New Guinea 3.8%

Vanuatu 3.5%

#3 Palau 3.3%

#4 Samoa 3.2%

https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/profile/PIQ
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators#


Solid and diverse economy

- Diversified economy: Commerce, Financial Services and Public Administration are the leading
sectors contributing to GDP (as of December quarter 2025)

- Service-oriented economy: Commerce, Financial Services, and Business Services contributed
to a 4.8% increase in GDP for 2025 (at current prices)

Other: Communications (4,1%), Utilities (3,3%), Transport (3,2%), Owner occupied dwell
(3,2%), Accommodation & restaurants (2,9%), Business services (2,6%) and Personal &
other (6,3%)
Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics (https://www.sbs.gov.ws/national-accounts/)

https://www.sbs.gov.ws/national-accounts/


Emerging and dynamic economy

US$5,392.88 GDP per capita 2024
Higher than Pacific Island States avg.
(US$3,912), ranking at the top of Lower
Middle-Income Country*

5% Unemployment rate
2025

Lower than in 2021 (6.66%)

2.2% Inflation 2024
Lower than in 2023 (7.9%)

218K inhabitants 2024
One of the largest population
among Pacific Island States

*Lower Middle-Income: US$1,086-4,255
Source:
The World Bank Database (https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators)
ILO Samoa Factsheet (https://share.google/85A4UAMvxvuavSKox)
The Global Economy (https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Samoa/unemployment_rate/)

https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators
https://share.google/85A4UAMvxvuavSKox
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Samoa/unemployment_rate/


¹ FIC: Number of Foreign Investment Certificates issued by the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and
Labour to investors
Sources:
World Bank Data(https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators#)
Ministry of Commerce Industry and Labour - FIC Database

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Samoa

FDI by Country (by FIC¹), 2016-2025

China
26.4% (219)

New Zealand
10.2% (85)

Australia
7.5% (62)

USA
4.1% (34)

Philippines
3.7% (31)

Other
48.1% (400)

Prof. Services
31,9% (123)

Manufacturing
7.4% (31)

Others
14.1% (53)

Retail²
20.2% (90)

Accommodation²
11.2% (49)

Wholesaler
5.6% (30)

FDI by Sector (by FIC¹), 2016-2023

• Dynamic growth: Despite its cyclical trend, Samoa recently experienced a 56% increase from 2023 to 2024
in foreign direct investment into Samoa• Top investors: China, New Zealand and Australia make up over 40% of the inflows to Samoa• Leading recipient sectors: Professional services, Retail and Accommodation emerge as the top 3 sectors
receiving FDI in Samoa, accounting for over 67% of the flows

https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators#


Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics
https://www.sbs.gov.ws/trade-imports-exports/
https://www.sbs.gov.ws/samoa-trade-imports/

Samoa international trade
• Top exports destinations: New Zealand is the main destination for Samoa exports, accounting for 40% ($8.7 million)

of export revenue for the final quarter of 2025. Other popular destinations for Samoa exports include USA and
Australia.• Top imports sources: New Zealand, Singapore and USA are some of the top sources of imports for Samoa. New
Zealand imports contributed $103.8 million in the final quarter of 2025.

Top import sources (WST$), Q4 2025

New Zealand
$103.8M

Singapore
$68.5M

China
$37.5M

Fiji
$33M

USA
$38.8M

Australia
$27.5M

Top export destination (WST$), Q4
2025

New Zealand
$8.7M

Singapore
$1.7M

Australia
$2M

USA
$2.4M

Tokelau
1.9M

American Samoa
$1M

https://www.sbs.gov.ws/trade-imports-exports/
https://www.sbs.gov.ws/samoa-trade-imports/


Note: All figures as of December Quarter 2025
Source: Trade Imports and Exports – Samoa Bureau of Statistics (https://www.sbs.gov.ws/trade-imports-exports/)

Main traded goods
• Concentrated export mix: Mineral fuels is the top exported product, accounting for 55.9% of total exports,

followed by electrical and machinery equipment (11.5%) and animal and vegetable oil (5.8%)• Diverse import portfolio: Wide range of products, with mineral fuels, meat, and machinery stand out as the
top 3 imported goods

https://www.sbs.gov.ws/trade-imports-exports/


Strategic connectivity
with preferential
market access3



Samoa’s connectivity by air

Auckland,
New Zealand

Honolulu, USA

Nadi, Fiji

Brisbane,
Australia

Pago Pago,
American Samoa

Domestic Connections: Two additional domestic airports facilitate travel between the
islands of Samoa (Asau and Maota airports)

Excellent Connectivity by Air: Despite its remote location, Samoa offers great connectivity
in the South Pacific region with 19 direct weekly flights to 5 overseas destinations

Primary International Gateway: Located 40 km west of Apia, Faleolo International Airport
is the main gateway for international travelers to Samoa

Note: Information only as reference. Air routes and airlines may change due to latest updates
Source: www.flightconnections.com/

http://www.flightconnections.com/


Samoa’s maritime connectivity

Strategic location: Position in the South Pacific, Samoa connect the island states with
the rest of the world

Source: https://www.searates.com/port/apia_ws

Key port infrastructure: Apia Port is a costal natural harbor offering deep water
access with channel and anchorage depths exceeding 76 feet, while cargo piers range
from 26 to 30 feet and oil terminals reach 36 to 40 feet, accommodating vessels over
500 feet in length

Extensive shipping network: 2 international shipping companies provide services to 5
direct overseas destinations in the region

Papeete, French
Polynesia

Suva, Fiji

Pago Pago,
American Samoa

Direct routes from Apia Port

Nuku'alofa, TongaRarotonga, Cook
Islands

https://www.searates.com/port/apia_ws






https://www.worldbank.org/en/businessready


https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/compare-countries/
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/compare-countries/


https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/country-navigator/186/samoa
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-investment-climate-statements/samoa/


http://www.businessregistries.gov.ws
https://share.google/bvC1IkPFR5NfSAF5J








https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Pacific_minimum_wage_systems.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Pacific_minimum_wage_systems.pdf


https://bestbroadbanddeals.co.uk/energy/worldwide-pricing/


https://bestbroadbanddeals.co.uk/mobiles/worldwide-data-pricing/#resources


https://taxfoundation.org/data/all/global/corporate-tax-rates-by-country-2025/
https://taxfoundation.org/data/all/global/corporate-tax-rates-by-country-2025/
https://tradingeconomics.com/country-list/sales-tax-rate?continent=oceania
https://tradingeconomics.com/country-list/social-security-rate-for-companies?continent=australia
https://tradingeconomics.com/country-list/sales-tax-rate?continent=oceania


https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators


http://google.com/url?q=https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1781233676336483&usg=AOvVaw3vHqUdcZkZbhrFoBBWvktI
https://www.sqa.gov.ws/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/PSET-STATISTICAL-BULLETIN-2023.pdf




https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators
https://epi.yale.edu/measure/2024/EPI



